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Taking Care of God’s Business – Part 2 
“Giving More Then You Take” 

Acts 4:32-37 

Rev. Dr. John Izzo, Ph.D., holds advanced degrees in religion and 
psychology and is a best selling author and host of a the public television 
series, The Five Things You Must Discover Before You Die. The first 
thing he lists is that you must discover is to be true to yourself. What a 
tragedy, David Thoreau says, to live your whole life fishing only to 
discover that it was not fish you were truly after. Secondly, that you must 
leave no regrets. Harriet Beecher Stowe said, The bitterest tears shed 
over graves are for the words left unsaid and deeds left undone. Thirdly, 
that you must become love. If you miss love, you miss everything and 
contrary to Tina Turner, love has everything to do with it. It is better to 
have loved and lost love then to have never loved at all. The fourth thing 
you must discover is to live in the moment. Yesterday is history, tomorrow 
is a mystery but today is a gift called the present. However it was the 
fifth thing that encapsulates everything, to give more than you take. That 
is in fact a powerful discovery and one of the secrets of life’s success. To 
realize before you die that life is not about what you take but what you 
are able to leave behind is a very powerful lesson that some people never 
learn. Giving is at the very core of Christianity For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth shall 
not perish but have an everlasting life. Here it is! Take care of God’s 
Business and He will take care of yours.  

Context 

Acts Chapter 4 is a snapshot of what God had in mind for the church. It 

presents a model of ministry for the church to immolate. Peter and John were placed 

in jail for preaching about Jesus. After their release they were threatened by the 
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Sadducees and religious right to no longer preach about Jesus. However, after they 

were released they went back to the members of the church and organized a prayer 

meeting and prayed for revival until the Holy Ghost showed up in power. The place 

was shaken and they spoke the Word of God with boldness. It was the recorded 

events that happened after the filling of the Holy Spirit that demonstrates what 

happens when the people are filled with the Spirit. Three (3) things are evident in the 

text: 

The Sharing of the Saints 

Verse 32-33: The text says, and the multitude of them that believed were of one 

heart and one soul. This statement is exclusive to believers. Unbelievers or who 

perhaps those that were just hanging around did not share the same sentiments. Each 

person looked at what God gave them as a gift to share with others. They looked at 

what they had as something to help someone else and they all felt the same way. The 

apostles shared what they had, which was God’s Word and great grace was upon 

them all. The Greek word that is rendered great is mega. That’s a term we use as a 

prefix to signify the increase of something, such as megacorporation, megabytes, or 

mega church. Great grace upon them all means that God’s powerful favor was 

evident in the whole life f he church. The lesson is clear that when the people were 

sharing with one another they experience great grace, that is, mega grace within their 

lives. What did they do to experience great grace?  

1. They prayed with one accord: there prayer consists of 2 things magnification 

and edification. They prayed that the preacher would have boldness to preach 

in the face of opposition. When they prayed the Holy Spirit fell fresh on the 

church. 
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2. The were all on one accord. They had singleness of purpose and oneness of 

destiny which was evident in their sharing lifestyle. 

The Surplus of the Saints 

Verse 34-35: This verse starts with an illusion to Deuteronomy 15:4 that there shall 

be no poor among you because God will bless you to bless somebody else. It was 

customary for the Jews to call the poor together to eat but the Jewish priest were 

angry at the new Christians and the poor Christians had no part in this. However, 

when God is for you, who can be against you? Verse 34 tells us how this attitude of 

sharing worked its way out into a surplus. There was not a needy person among 

them because those that had shared with those that lacked. But let me give emphasis 

right here because I don’t believe that those that lacked took advantage of those that 

didn’t. There wasn't a needy person there.  For all who were owners of land or 

houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the 

Apostles' feet and they would be distributed to each as any had need.  Luke uses this 

expression, the apostles feet twice in this passage, in verse 35 and again in verse 37. 

The idea of placing the money at the apostles’ feet suggests several things: They 

knew that the apostles had good intentions to help someone in need: They were 

sensitive to the need. They were willing to make the sacrifice for others—They sold 

lands or houses and brought all the money to be given to the needy. They wanted to 

personally do their share so they sold their property and then personally placed the 

money at the apostles’ feet.  The text teaches us that these saints were not concerned 

about what they could take but what they could give. 

The Sincerity of the Saints 

Verse 36-37: Luke gives an example and I believe he does this to make public this 

one man’s sacrifice to prove a point. The point was not to give to be seen or to make 
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yourself appear as though you are holier than anyone else but to give because its 

right and then that someone else may be encouraged to give. Luke turns the 

figurative flashlight on Barnabas and closes this text with an example of a man who 

gives more then he takes. Luke says his name was Joses. We don’t know much about 

him but what he does right here in these last two verses makes it clear that Luke 

wants to give a positive example in this chapter before he gives a negative one in 

chapter (5) five.  

Luke gives him a nickname, Barnabas, which means son of consolation or son 

of encouragement. One commentator says that he was named for his spiritual gift 

and every time you see Barnabas in scripture he is encouraging someone along the 

way. It was Barnabas that patched up John Mark when Paul cut him loose and John 

Mark went on to live a productive life. Here in the text he gives what he can do to 

encourage the further movement of ministry. His nickname speaks for itself.  
• Thought  - Whether we know it or not people have nicknames for us. They 

may not say them verbally but people know whom you are based on how you 

live and what you bring to the table or take away. For some of us, we may be 

called encouragers to the ministry like Barnabas trying to encourage the 

movement of God but then there are others who are called discouragers to the 

ministry because they are always looking for what they can take away from the 

table. The truth of the matter is its not how much you give because some 

people have surplus and store up more then they can use in a lifetime but the 

crux of the matter is how much you hold back.  
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Biblical Questions 

1. Explain verse 32. 

2. What did they all have in common? 

3. Why did great grace fall upon them all? 

4. What does it mean to lay at the apostles feet? 

5. Who was Barnabas? 

Make It Plain 

1. How does this lesson relate to the Christian Family Value System? 

2. Why is giving such a sensitive topic? 

3. How can we encourage one another to give?
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