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 Theme: MATURATION 
 Subject: Generosity from Joy Overflowing 
 DEVOTIONAL READING: 1Timothy 6: 17-21  
 LESSON TEXT: 2 Corinthians 8: 1-5  

MEMORY VERSE: “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and 
that which he hath given will He pay him again.” Proverbs: 19:17  

Lesson Purpose: 

Theme: Understand how we should approach giving when we do not have a lot to 
give? 
Life Question:  Evaluate your own motive for giving. Do you give because you 
feel pressured? 
Biblical: Our goal as a Christian is to excel at everything God calls us to do. And 
being generous is one of them.  
Impact: To have the knowledge that we serve God by serving His people. We give 
to God by supporting His workers and His church. 

INTRODUCTION: 
In the clearest explanation and call for generosity in the entire Bible, Paul appeals 
to one single motive for giving: the grace of God in Christ. Christians don’t give 
because we are commanded to or because it frees one’s life from materialism. 
Christians give because we know that God has given everything to redeem us from 
the penalty of sin and death - giving his own son as a ransom for all humanity. That 
grace, the free gift given by God through Jesus, is the motivation for all Christian 
giving. Jesus said that those who are forgiven much also forgive much. The same 
applies for generosity; those who have been given much give generously in return. 

WHAT’S THE CORE MESSAGE? Joyfulness and a willing attitude are the 
markers for how Paul is calling the church in Corinth to give and those are the 
same measures for us today. If we give joyfully and willingly then God will be 
glorified no matter the means that we find ourselves with.  

Questions 



1. Think about a time you practice generosity. What typically motivates your 
giving? Is it Guilt, duty, expectations of God’s blessing, response to circumstances, 
thankfulness, and love? 

2. Why is it important for us, as individual Christians and the church (as a 
collective body) to be generous to give God glory? 

3. Do you recognize God as the lord of your possessions? Is God really the owner 
of everything?  How else may we use the gifts God has given us with generous 
hearts? 

4. 'Christian giving is proportionate.' Have there been times when you wanted to 
give more than you could? How did you feel? 

5. What does it mean that they gave themselves “first to the Lord and then by the 
will of God to us”? 

Soul Searching:  

God owns it all. 
God calls each of us to be good stewards of what He has given to us. 
God calls us to give him our first and our best. 
God calls us to be generous because He is generous. 
We demonstrate faith in God’s provision by responding with generosity. 

Every believer owes 100% of what he is and has to God. New Testament giving 
might mean any percentage. God is concerned with 100% of what we possess 
because He owns it all. 

Conclusion:   Giving is simply a reflection of your heart. Do you love God or 
the things of this world? Are you seeking the kingdom of God or your own 
kingdom? Have you learned to trust God with your future? Or are you still relying 
on your own abilities? Are you sensitive and obedient to the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit? Every gift we give is only a small reflection of what God has already given 
to us in Jesus Christ. It is impossible to out-give God. All we can be at best is 
imitators of Him, and His desire is that we will be imitators of Him (Rom 8:29).  


