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•Apostle
•Administration
•Celibacy
•Deliverance
•Discerning	of	Spirits
•Evangelist
•Exhortation
•Faith
•Giving
•Helps	
•Hospitality
•Intercession
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•Leadership
•Leading	Worship
•Mercy
•Miracles
•Missionary
•Pastor
•Preaching
•Prophecy
•Service
•Teaching	
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FOCUS: INTRODUCING… 

WHO WE ARE 
Calvary Baptist Church has been a part of the Downtown Salt Lake City 
Community since the 1890’s, when a group of African American women 
organized a Baptist Prayer Band to meet the spiritual needs of African 
American residents. This group formally became the Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church in 1892, four years before Utah became a state. 

We continue to minister to our congregation, our visitors, and the 
community around us. 

Vision 

Our Vision is to be a Church of Great Expectations, exalting God by: 
enlisting (believing), encouraging (belonging), engaging (behaving), and empowering (becoming) every 
person to reach their fullest potential. 

ð The outcome of Enlisting (believing) is Membership. 
ð The outcome of Encouraging (belonging) is Followship. 
ð The outcome of Engaging (behaving) is Fellowship. 
ð The outcome of Empowering (becoming) is Leadership. 

Mission 

Our Mission is to share the gospel with non-believers, to make disciples of the un-churched, and to 
empower believers to faithful Christian ministry. 

Purpose 

Our Purpose is to assure that all individuals will experience abundant life, fully participate in Christian 
ministry, and share the gospel with others.  
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FOCUS: GROWING… 

WHAT WE WILL STUDY 
ð Topic 1: Getting Fired Up About Spiritual Gifts 
ð Topic 2: Making A List, Checking It Twice 
ð Topic 3: A Complete Picture of Jesus 
ð Topic 4: Spiritual Gifts Defined 
ð Topic 5: Rewards and Roadblocks 
ð Topic 6: The Support Gifts 
ð Topic 7: The Gift of Leadership 
ð Topic 8: The Gift of Administration 
ð Topic 9: The Gifts of Service and Helps 
ð Topic 10: The Gift of Giving 

WHAT WE CAN LEARN 
ð How understanding Spiritual Gifts is a biblical mandate 
ð To identify the spiritual gifts in the four key passages that list them 
ð To match the names of the gifts with a brief definition 
ð How a church where all members exercise their spiritual gifts presents a complete picture of Jesus to 

its community 
ð How to define what a spiritual gift is and what it is not 
ð Some roadblocks that could keep you from experiencing the full joy of your spiritual gift(s) 
ð The rewards of applying your spiritual gift to the edification of the Body 
ð To grow in your appreciation for the support gifts that guide the work of the church and get that 

work done 
ð How the gift of Leadership guides God’s people to attempt great goals 
ð How the gift of Administration organizes God’s people to accomplish those goals 
ð How the gift of Giving provides extra resources to accomplish kingdom goals 
ð The importance of the gifts of Service and Helps 

HOW WE USE THIS STUDY GUIDE 
This Study Guide presents a bible-based discussion of the spiritual gifts provided by God to equip the 
Body of Christ for His service.  

📖 
18But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19You believe that there is one God. You do 
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20But do you want to know, O foolish man, that 
faith without works is dead? 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 
Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by 
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works faith was made perfect? 23And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of 
God. 24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. James 2:18-24 NKJV 

The following notations are used in this Study Guide: 

📖 Read the referenced scripture. 

🙏 Pray for the requested outcome. 

💬 Selah. Pause and reflect. 

🗣 Discuss the assigned topic. 

WHY WE STUDY SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
In the Bible, Paul instructs Timothy to study (2nd Timothy 2:15). We are instructed to learn the Word and 
apply it in our lives. We each have an assignment to edify the Body of Christ. This study will help you 
understand your gift and how to use it to edify the Body. 

Key Bible Passages 

📖  1st Peter 4:9-11; Romans 12:1-16; 1st Corinthians 12, 13, 14; Ephesians 4:1-6 

 

Key Verse: 

📖 
10As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.  1st Peter 4:10 NKJV 
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FOCUS: UNDERSTANDING… 

TOPIC 1: GETTING FIRED UP ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

💬  Is it really that important to understand the doctrine of spiritual gifts?  

Let’s see what the Bible says about that:  

📖 14Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on 
of the hands of the eldership. 15Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that 
your progress may be evident to all.  1st Timothy 4:14-15 NKJV 

  

📖 6Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands.  2nd Timothy 1:6 NKJV 

 

📖  1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:  
  1st Corinthians 12:1 NKJV 

 

🗣 According to these verses, would you say that understanding about spiritual gifts is: Optional 
for Christians or Commanded by Scripture?  

Through the apostle Paul, God commands Christians to understand spiritual gifts. 

Timothy knew about spiritual gifts. In the first of his two letters to this young minister, Paul cautioned 
Timothy against experiencing a case of burn out. In his second letter, Paul reminded Timothy that his 
gift was still alive, Paul employed the imagery of a smoldering fire. Imagine a late-night campfire of 
fireplace after the flames have died away. The embers are still glowing. Paul encouraged Timothy to 
“keep ablaze” the gifts God has given him. Other translations render the command “stir up” (KJV), “fan 
into flame” (NIV), or “kindle afresh” (NASB). My pastor, David Landrith, encourages us to “stay fired up!” 
If you are a Christian, you have at least one spiritual gift that God wants you to “fire up” in service to 
Him! 

🗣  According to this verse, which of the following statements is most true? 
 🎁God gifts some special people in the church for their own good. 
 🎁God gifts all people in the church for their own good. 
 🎁God gifts every believer for the good of the entire church. 
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The moment you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit took up residence in your 
life. Every believer is gifted by the Holy Spirit. This was not for his or her sake alone, but for the good of 
all. The word translated “common good is the Greek sympheron, from which we get the English word 
symphony. 

Think about that picture as you consider these verses: 

📖  4For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same 
function, 5so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one 
another. Romans 12:4-5 NKJV 

  

📖 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love.  Ephesians 4:16 NKJV 

 

💬  In God’s Kingdom Symphony, “Who is Important?” 

Each one performing his or her assigned part, is important in God’s kingdom! Most choral music has at 
least four parts: soprano, alto, tenor, and bass (SATB). 

In this discussion, we will explore the lists of gifts in the New Testament to help answer those questions. 

All the list comes from the letters of Paul, except one, which was written by the Apostle Peter. 

💬  What are the three gifts the Apostle Peter mentions in 1 Peter 4:9-11?  

In verse 11, Peter distinguished between speaking gifts and serving gifts. In verse 9, Peter identified the 
need for the gift of hospitality. 

Suppose these three categories of gifts were the only ones in the Bible.  

💬 At this early point in our study, which one do you think best describes you? 

🎁  Speaking: you are most fulfilled when you are communicating (including talking, of course, but 
also writing: singing, drama, etc) 

🎁  Serving:  you prefer planning, working, doing, and accomplishing things, perhaps even “behind 
the scenes” 
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🎁  Hospitality: you feel compelled to reach out to others – even strangers – making them feel 
welcome and inviting them to God’s house – or yours! 

If you selected at least one of the previous descriptions, congratulations! You are a gifted person! Maybe 
you are a new Christian and are just being introduce to spiritual gifts. Perhaps you have been a Christian 
for a long time and have a desire to discover your gift or be more certain about it. Maybe you just need 
to rekindle your spiritual life and get fired up again. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, this 
study will help you. 

TOPIC 2: MAKING A LIST, CHECKING IT TWICE 
No one biblical passage offers a complete, comprehensive list of the spiritual gifts. Peter identified 
speaking, serving, and hospitality. The Apostle Paul wrote about gifts in his letters to the churches at 
Rome, Corinth, and Ephesus. 

Paul’s shortest list of gifts is found in Ephesians 4:11. 

📖 11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, Ephesians 4:11 NKJV 

List those four gifts: 

A_______ P_______ E__________ P________   and T_______ 

We will use the term apostleship to refer to the modern-day expression of the first-century gift of 
apostle. 

Paul identified the gift of prophecy in another passage, so we will use that term to describe those today 
who share traits similar to those of prophets of the biblical era. 

The gifts of evangelist and pastor-teacher are also found only here. This has led some to conclude that 
these four gifts fall into a special category, reserved primarily for the clergy. 

For the purpose of this study, we will assume that God distributes these gifts to lay ministers as well as 
called/vocational ministers. 

Paul listed seven more gifts in Romans 12:6-8. 

📖  6Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; 
he who teaches, in teaching; 8he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 
who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Romans 12:6-8 NKJV 
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Use the passage to complete the names of the gifts below: 

P_____cy S___ice  T____ing E_____ing 

G____g  L___ing  M____   

These words appear in various translations with slight differences. So that we will be talking about the 
same thing during this study, we will use these terms: prophecy, service (translated “ministry” in the KJV, 
“service” in others), exhortation (the NIV has “encouraging”), teaching, giving (“contributing” in the NIV), 
leadership (“ruling” in KJV, “leading” in others), and showing mercy. 

Paul included two lists when the wrote to the Corinthians church. The first list appears in 1st Corinthians 
12. 

📖  8for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge 
through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by 
the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 1st Corinthians 12:8 NKJV 

Look first at verses 8-10 and list only those gifts not already identified. 

W_____ 
 

K________ F____ H______s 

M_______ D__________ing between 
spirits 

L________ I______________ of 
languages 

Although Paul affirmed these gifts, he strongly asserted that they are no more important, and perhaps 
even less important, than the less spectacular gifts. These gifts have triggered more than their share of 
heated discussion and hurtful division within the body of Christ. 

Now look at 1st Corinthians 12:28-31. 

📖  28And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30Do all have gifts 
of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly desire the best gifts. 
And yet I show you a more excellent way. 1st Corinthians 12:28-31 NKJV 

List only the two gifts that have not already been identified above. 
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H__ping  M____ing 

TOPIC 3: A COMPLETE PICTURE OF JESUS 
When Jesus of Nazareth walked on our planet, He was fully equipped with every spiritual gift. During His 
earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated that He possessed the full range of spiritual giftedness. Read what 
the Bible says about this in Colossians 1:18-19. 

📖  18And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 19For it pleased the Father that in Him 
all the fullness should dwell, Colossians 1:18-19 NKJV 

 

💬 What are your favorite Bible stories involving Jesus? The parts of the Gospels about Jesus that 
appeal to you the most might be an indication of your own spiritual gift(s)! 

 🎁Do you love the story of Jesus calling Zacchaeus out of the tree and going to his house for 
dinner? Maybe you have the gift of hospitality. 

 🎁Do the many accounts of Jesus healing the sick delight you? Maybe you have the gift of 
Mercy. 

 🎁Do the stories of Jesus talking to Nicodemus by night, or the women at the well by day 
motivate you? Maybe Jesus’ gift of evangelism is alive in you. 

 🎁Do you love the powerful beauty of the Sermon on the Mount? Perhaps the gift of teaching 
has been entrusted to you. 

 🎁Do you admire the way Jesus organized and motivated 12 men to launch a movement that 
has spread throughout the earth? It could be that God has given you the stewardship of the gift 
of administration or leadership. 

 🎁Or do you really like best the time Jesus cleared the temple court? Maybe you have the gift of 
prophecy. 

While on earth, Jesus had full possession of all the spiritual gifts. When He ascended to the Father and 
sent the Holy Spirit as He had promised, Jesus distributed His gifts throughout His new body, the 
Church. Learn more about this by reading Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-12. 

📖  7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore He 
says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.”  

  Ephesians 4:7-8 NKJV 
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📖 11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, Ephesians 11-12 NKJV 

Jesus is the only person who ever lived who possessed every spiritual gift. No individual believer will ever 
duplicate that. Not you. Not your pastor. Nobody. Have you ever heard. “You’re the only Jesus some 
people will ever see?” That makes a good bumper sticker, but it is weak theology. Change it to this: 
“Your church is the only Jesus some people will ever see,” and you’re more on target! 

God wants your community to see a clear, complete, and compelling picture of everything Jesus is and 
does. They can only experience the fullness of Jesus in the context of a local church where all members 
are exercising the gifts bestowed on them by the risen Christ. That’s why it is so important that you do 
your part by discovering and using your spiritual gift. Jesus drew people to Himself. A church that 
reflects the breadth of His life and work will be a magnetic fellowship drawing people to Jesus. It can 
truly be the body of Christ in its community. 

Highlight the words each and every in Ephesians 4:16 and 1st Peter 4:10-11. 

📖 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. Ephesians 4:16 NKJV 

 

📖  10As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. 11If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let 
him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

  1st Peter 4:10-1: NKJV 

It takes each one doing his or her part in the power of the Holy Spirit to present the world a complete 
picture of Jesus the Messiah. Have you ever been moved by the power of a choir and orchestra 
performing the majestic “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah? How would you feel if someone 
asked you to perform it solo? Of course …that would be ridiculous! It would be impossible for any one 
person to sing and play all the parts of Messiah, the great musical masterpiece. Think how much more 
impossible it would be for any one person to try to represent the fullness of Messiah Jesus, the Master of 
the Universe. 

Jesus fully possessed and exercised every spiritual gift including the “supplemental gifts” of miracles, 
healings, wisdom, knowledge, faith, and discernment. Through there is no record of Jesus speaking in or 
interpreting tongues, since He created languages, that would be a safe assumption. If celibacy and 
martyr are indeed spiritual gifts, Jesus is the supreme model for those as well. 
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TOPIC 4: SPIRITUAL GIFTS DEFINED 
In our study, we will focus our attention mainly on the 17 gifts listed below 

🎁Support 

§ Service/Helps 
§ Giving 
§ Administration 
§ Leadership 

🎁Sharing 

§ Hospitality 
§ Mercy 
§ Apostleship 
§ Evangelism 

🎁Speaking 

§ Shepherding 
§ Exhortation 
§ Teaching 
§ Prophecy 

🎁Supplemental 

§ Wisdom 
§ Discernment 
§ Knowledge 
§ Faith 

Spiritual Gifts are Equipment to Perform a Function Within the Body of 
Christ. 

Ephesians 4:12 declares that God gave gifts “for the training of the saints in the work of ministry.” 
Spiritual gifts are equipment, not jewelry; tools, not toys or trophies. They are standard equipment, not 
accessories. In Ephesians 4:12 “training” means “to prepare”. But the same Greek word can also 
describe an action done to repair. It is the word used to describe the mending and preparation of a 
fisherman’s nets (Matt 4:21) and the restoration of a relationship gone bad (Galatians 6:1). 

📖  12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, Ephesians 4:12 NKJV 

  

📖  21Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them,  Matthew 
4:21 NKJV 

  

📖  1Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a 
spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.  Galatians 6:1 NKJV 

 

💬 Which gifts might primarily function to prepare people or things?  
 Which gifts might primarily function to repair people or things? 

Ephesians 4:12 continues, “to build up the body of Christ”. Spiritual gifts should benefit the body of 
Christ. They should never be used in such a way as to bring discredit on the church. That is why the 
exercise of spiritual gifts is subject to the supervision and approval of the church and its leaders. Paul 
reminded timothy that he and the elders had officially recognized Timothy’s gift and commissioned him 
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to use it as their representative. They confirmed the gifts they saw at work in Timothy’s life and 
commissioned him to use them. (1st Timothy 4:14; 2nd Timothy 1:6) 

Have you observed or participated in laying hands on someone as they were ordained to the ministry or 
commissioned before for a mission trip? My own experiences of this nature have been key markers in my 
spiritual journey. The first time will always be the most significant: when I was ordained to the deacon 
ministry by the Azorean Baptist Church on the tiny Portuguese island of Terceira. 

Just like Timothy, I sometimes need to be reminded of the call and commitment to servant leadership 
that event represented (see 1st Peter 4:10). You need not be ordained to being to use your gift, but you 
should seek affirmation and confirmation from those in the body of Christ who have observed your life 
and service. 

Maybe we should do more formal laying on of hands. Imagine what excitement would break forth in our 
churches if more people placed their hands on another’s shoulder and said, “I believe God blesses me 
through you because He has given you the gift of ____________.” 

At the close of his extensive teaching on spiritual gifts in 1st Corinthians 12, and just before the poetic 
love chapter of chapter 13, Paul wrote, “But desire the greater gifts.” (1st Corinthians 12:31). The verb 
Paul used is plural. This is not a command to individuals to seek certain gifts for themselves, but to the 
church collectively to desire all that is best for the body of Christ. God wants us to identify spiritual gifts 
in others, especially those gifts with great impact in His kingdom. 

📖 14Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on 
of the hands of the eldership. 1st Timothy 4:14 NKJV 

  

📖  6Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands. 2nd Timothy 1:6 NKJV 

 

📖 10As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God 1st Peter 4:10 NKJV 

 

Use the Gift With Supernatural Joy, Energy and Effectiveness  

At the root of the word charis (grace) is char, which means joy. When you discover your spiritual gift and 
put it to work in a ministry, you should experience a deep sense of joy. You could call spiritual gifts joy 
gifts as well as grace gifts. In 1st Corinthians 12:4-6, Paul implies that the whole Trinity is involved when 
spiritual gifts are exercised: 
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📖 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 

  1 Corinthians 12:4-6 NKJV 

The word translated activities could also be translated effects or results. You can see the English word 
energy in the Greek word energemata. When you exercise your spiritual gift, God provides the energy 
and takes care of the results. Spiritual gifts are intended by God for you to do busy work. They are 
intended to produce meaningful, purposeful results. 

🙏 Ask God to bring to mind someone who has ministered to you. Pray for an appropriate time to 
affirm them and the impact of their gifts on your life. 

TOPIC 5: REWARDS AND ROADBLOCK 
Discovering your spiritual gift(s) offers many rewards. Along the way, you’ll find some roadblocks, too. 
Let’s consider the rewards first. 

Rewards 

When Paul wrote to the church at Rome about spiritual gifts, he was a lot more positive than in his letter 
to the Corinthians. Read Romans 12:1-2. 

📖 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2And do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Romans 12:1-2 NKJV 

These familiar verses, often quoted to call Christians to lives of holiness and service, are actually Paul’s 
way of introducing the church in Rome to the doctrine of spiritual gifts. Discovering your spiritual gifts 
will help you know and test God’s will for your Christian life. But that’s not all. Paul continues. Read 
Romans 12:3. 

📖 3For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a 
measure of faith. Romans 12:3 NKJV 

The process of gift discovery helps you esteem yourself and others more accurately. Understanding 
spiritual gifts will help you understand why other believers – and even other churches and other 
denominations – see situations in a way that is different from the way you see it. You will be slower to 
criticize other Christians. In fact, I hope you develop a wonderful new habit of “trying to catch somebody 
doing something right.” 
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Roadblocks 

1. Improper motives: The proper motive for using your gift is to bring honor to God by edifying others, 
letting God love people through you. Self-edification – building up yourself – should never be your 
primary motive. The Holy Spirit, the agent of spiritual gifts, never draws attention to Himself but always 
to God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Edify – the root word of edifice, a building, meaning to build up. 

Read James 4:2d-3, then pause for a moment and pray.  

📖 4dYet you do not have because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. James 4:2d-3 NKJV 

 

🙏 Ask God to help you discover your spiritual gift. Promise to put it to work in a ministry to help 
others and point others to Him. 

2. Failure to distinguish spiritual gifts from natural gifts: Natural gifts, or talents, are the products of 
genetics, environment, or education. A capacity for knowledge, skill in speech, athletic prowess, musical 
ability, or a pleasing personality can be inherited or learned. God has blessed both lost and saved 
persons with such natural gifts. These natural gifts usually edify the individual and bring him or her 
honor. 

Spiritual gifts are the products of the Holy Spirit’s residence in a person’s life. Only persons who have 
experienced the gift of salvation have received the “birthday present” of a spiritual gift. When used 
properly, these gifts edify others and bring honor to God. 

Ultimately, God is the source of both kinds of gifts (see James 1:16-18, and Psalm 139:13-14). He 
weaves them beautifully together, along with the other aspects of our personality, when we yield all 
these components of our lives to Him in “living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1). Sometimes God uses a natural 
gift as a vehicle for a spiritual gift, but He is not bound to do so. 

📖 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
of turning. 18Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind 
of first fruits of His creatures. James 1:16-18 NKJV 

 

📖  13For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. 14I will praise You, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows 
very well. Psalm 139:13-14 NKJV 
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📖  1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. Romans 12:1 NKJV 

3. Using spiritual gifts as a loophole for avoiding universal Christian responsibilities: Almost every 
spiritual gift listed in the New Testament represents a supernatural capacity to execute a universal 
responsibility expected of all Christians. All Christians are commanded to give, serve, witness, lead and 
teach their household, show mercy and hospitality, seek wisdom, grow in knowledge and faith, and 
practice spiritual discernment. In fact, gifts are usually discovered by trying many roles and determining 
which one(s) God blesses with edifying results. 

What’s the difference? Your gift determines the kinds of needs you go out of your way to meet, tasks 
you go out of your way to do, persons to whom you go out of your way to share God’s love. Every 
Christian is responsible for fulfilling universal responsibilities along the way. As you go through your 
daily life, sometimes you are the only one available to “love your neighbor as yourself,” even If it is not 
your gift! So, like the good Samaritan, you respond to the best of your ability to meet the immediate 
need. 

4. Lack of Love: Probably the most significant roadblock can be expressed mathematically: 
 

Gift of the Spirit – Fruit of the Spirit = 0 

That is the message of 1st Corinthians 13. Paul’s placements of the love passage in the middle of his 
teaching on spiritual gifts is not coincidental! The fruits of the Spirit reflect God’s work – what a disciple 
does. This principle is so important we will revisit it at the end of our study. 

📖  22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV 

 

🙏  Invite the Holy Spirit to make you that kind of person for the rest of the day. Record or draw 
your invitation. 

TOPIC 6: THE SUPPORT GIFTS 

Supporting the Kingdom Enterprise 

The support gifts could also be called enterprise gifts. 

• Love:	Is	my	leadership	
motivated	by	love	for	
people?
•Joy:	Do	I	exhibit	an	
unshakable	joy,	regardless	
of	circumstances?
•Peace:	Do	people	see	my	
inward	peace	and	take	
courage?
•Longsuffering:	Do	I	wait	
patiently	for	results	as	I	
develop	people	or	goals?
•Kindness:	Am	I	caring	and	
understanding	toward	
everyone	I	meet?
•Goodness:	Do	I	want	the	
best	for	others	and	the	
organization?
•Faithfulness:	Have	I	kept	
my	commitments	to	the	
mission?
•Gentleness:	Is	my	strength	
under	control?	Can	I	be	
both	tough	and	tender?
•Self-Control:	Am	I	
disciplined	to	make	
progress	toward	my	
goals?

Fruit	of	the	Spirit



FOCUS: UNDERSTANDING…         NOTES 

Calvary	Baptist	Church	📍1090 South State Street 📍Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 📍 801 355 1025📍Rev	France	A.	Davis,	Pastor	 STUDY	GUIDE	-	DRAFT	 17	  

We are intrigued and inspired by those who “boldly go where no one has gone before”. Captains Kirk, 
Picard, Sisko, and Janeway keep the Star Trek crews focused on their mission. Regarded highly by the 
officers and crew, they make strategic and timely decisions, cultivate harmony, and inspire teamwork. 
On the Enterprise "Aye: Sir” is said with respect and, perhaps even (except for Mr. Spock), love. Those in 
the body of Christ who command that kind of respect and response have the gift of leadership. 

 In Star Trek the officers on the bridge organize and communicate the mission to the crew. God has 
gifted those who '"steer' the church with administration. Then there are hundreds of crew members who 
go about their assigned duties with few "lines." In the army of the Lord, God has assigned many people 
the gifts of service and helps. All the recognition they long for is to hear the Captain of their salvation 
(Hebrews 2:10) say, "Well done! 

📖 10For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through suffering  

  Hebrews 2:10 NKJV 

Funding the Starship Enterprise must be an enormous challenge. So is funding the kingdom enterprise. 
Those with the gift of giving help underwrite the cost of expanding the kingdom of God. 

Construction fascinates me. Have you ever stood at the foot of a tall skyscraper and marveled about 
how the architect ever envisioned it? Or pondered how much coordination it took to get it off the 
ground or keep it from tumbling down? 

How about highway construction? Week after week you creep past the big machines, wondering, “Will 
they ever get finished?” Then one day the barricades are gone, and you're cruising smoothly along. And 
after just a few more days, you're already taking the new road for granted. Yet somebody "saw” that 
highway a long time before construction ever began. Somebody else understood the vision and 
translated it into concrete and bridges and signs. In offices, far away from the construction site, 
someone ordered materials and filed forms. Of course, the highway never would have been completed 
save for the workers, those men and women who actually delivered the materials and did the physical 
labor! 

To get the job done everybody had to do his or her assigned part. That's how the church is supposed to 
work, too. The support gifts help the church get things done! All spiritual gifts are given for the purpose 
of serving others. In our study, we will emphasize that the only way to discover a spiritual gift is to try it! 
But you must first be willing to walk through the door marked Service. The word translated service is the 
same word rendered ministry. Christian educator Kenneth Gangel says that the gifts of service and helps 
''represent the cocoon in which all the other more specialized gifts are contained." 

Perhaps a word of caution needs to be added here. We need to be careful not to confuse a servant spirit 
with the gift of serving. Not everyone who has one gift in this area automatically has any other gift, yet 
people with gifts of serving/helps or giving are often called to leadership or administrative roles. When 
people see their dedication to the task, desire to serve, and love and commitment to their church, 
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servant models are asked to take on leadership or administrator roles. Sometimes they fit, and 
sometimes they don't. It just depends on each person’s gift mix. You may only know whether such a role 
fits by trying it! And if it doesn’t, that’s OK. Just keep on serving, using your gifts in ways that fit you. 

💬 According to the verses that follow, does a leader ever graduate from being a servant? 

 

📖  42But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 
rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 
43Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be 
your servant.  Mark 10:42-43 NKJV 

 

📖  1The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2Shepherd the flock 
of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for 
dishonest gain but eagerly; 3nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples 
to the flock; 1st Peter 5:1-3 NKJV 

A leader never graduates from service. A biblical leader is a servant leader. The gifts of leadership and 
administration may be discovered and confirmed through exercising the roles of servant, helper, and 
shepherd. But that does not automatically mean that those who are good servants, helpers, or 
shepherds will be effective in leadership or administrative roles. 

If you discover that God has given you the gift of leadership or administration, one of the best ways to 
develop that gift is to help a more experienced leader or administrator. That same apprenticeship 
principle applies to all the other gifts as well. That does not mean you can learn a gift from a gifted 
person. It does mean that you can more folly develop the capacity and desire inherent in your gift if you 
will spend time with someone who has been effectively using that gift for a long time. 

Another foundational principle in our study is that eve1y spiritual gift has a corresponding responsibility 
that all Christians are expected to fulfill along-the-way. For most of us, the most important place along 
the way is our own home. For many of us, the along-the-way place where we spend the most time is the 
workplace. Some spend considerable amounts of along-the-way time as students. 

Gifted or not, we must be spiritual leaders in our homes. If we are parents, we have the primary 
responsibility for the education of our children, especially in teaching them about the ways of God. 
Above all, at home, school, or work, we must be willing to serve others. 

That does not mean that we say yes to everything. Our spiritual gifts help us determine that. Sometimes 
we have to say no to other opportunities for service, especially “out of the way" opportunities. 
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We must however, always exhibit the attitude of a servant. 

TOPIC 7: THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP 
Watching an orchestra performance has taken on a new meaning for me since I discovered that the 
"common good" word in 1st Corinthians 12 :7 is the Greek sympheron. I love to listen to the warm-up, 
when all the musicians are tuning their Instruments. Finally, they stop. As if on cue, the audience grows 
quiet in anticipation. The conductor enters. He is greeted with applause not just from the audience but 
from the orchestra as well. The players recognize the leader's ability to guide them. The conductor 
shakes the hand of the orchestra master, seated in the first chair in the violin section. (The leader is 
often a leader of leaders.) Then he steps up to the stand with all eyes focused on him, he raises the 
baton. One quick downward motion, and beautiful music begins. 

📖  7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  
  1st Corinthians 12:7 NKJV 

Have you ever pretended to be an orchestra conductor? Do you mind being in front of people? Are you 
comfortable being the center of attention? Do you long to see a group of God's people work together to 
accomplish something significant for His glory? Do others tend to follow you? If you answered yes to any 
of these questions, God may have entrusted you with the gift of leadership. If not, you will still want to 
learn what motivates gifted leaders. 

Leaders have vision. Leaders stand on undeveloped plots of land and see buildings. Leaders stand in 
empty classrooms and see people milling around. Leaders stand behind pulpits in empty worship 
centers and see people walking down the aisle to follow Christ. 

Those with the gift of leadership also have followers! These followers are motivated by the leader to 
accomplish the vision. They don't simply follow blindly. They want to follow and work. Perhaps most 
important in distinguishing those in authority with the gift of leadership from those without it is their 
unusual ability to help people work in unity to accomplish the vision and to deal effectively with any 
opposition that threatens the harmony of the group. 

The Greek word translated leading in Romans 12:8 means ''to stand before, be over." The King James 
Version translates the word "ruleth." That word has a bad connotation for some people, especially those 
of us who live in a democratic society. That's why Paul instructs those with the gift of leadership how to 
use the gift. 

📖 8he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Romans 12:8 NKJV 

The person with the gift of leadership is instructed to govern with diligence. The word diligence includes 
the ideas of hard work, earnestness, and zeal. Those with the gift of leadership certainly exhibit those 
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traits. But the word also includes the idea of care and carefulness. One with the gift of leadership cares 
not only for the cause but also for the people involved in the cause. Jesus is the foremost example of the 
gift of leadership. 

Moses and Misconceptions About the Gift of Leadership 

Moses is the outstanding example of a leader in the Old Testament. Let's look at some of the highlights 
from his life and evaluate how Moses stacks up against some popular misconceptions about leadership. 

M isconcept ion  1 :  Rea l  leade rs  take  cha rge  w ithout  be ing  pe rsona l ly  en l i s ted .  
They  r i se  up  vo lun ta r i ly  to  re spond  to  God 's  v i s ion .  

📖 Read Exodus 3:10,16-17.  

 

💬 What was the vision/mission God had in mind for Moses'? 

 

📖 Read Exodus 3:11-13; 4:1.  

 

💬 What were Moses' concerns about accepting the responsibility to implement God's vision? Do 
you think Christian leaders today wrestle with some of those same issues? 

M isconcept ion  2 :  A  pe rson  m ust  be  a  good  speake r  to  be  an  e f fec t ive  leader .  

📖 Read Exodus 4 :10-1.  

📖  10Then Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You 
have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue  Exodus 4:10 NKJV 

 

💬 Do you think Moses was really a poor speaker, or was he just making an excuse? What 
provision did God make for taking care of this perceived handicap? 

 

M isconcept ion  3 :  Leaders  m anage  t im e  and  hand le  de ta i l s  na tu ra l ly .   

📖 Read Exodus 18:13-26.  
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📖  17So Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you do is not good. 18Both you and these 
people who are with you will surely wear yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you; you 
are not able to perform it by yourself. Exodus 18:17-18 NKJV 

 

💬  Summarize Jethro's father-in-law advice to Moses. What principles of leadership in this 
passage might help church leaders handle their shepherding role? 

Moses listened to his father-in -law and did everything he said. So Moses chose able men from all Israel 
and made them leaders over the people as officials of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. They 
judged the people at all times; the hard cases they would bring to Moses, but every minor case they 
would judge themselves (Exodus 18:17-18,24-26). 

M isconcept ion  4 :  The  m ajo r i ty  w i l l  a lw ays  a f f i rm  the  v i s ion  o f  a  g i f ted  leader .  

Scan Numbers 13-14 to recall the crisis at Kadesh-Barnea.  

💬  Can you recall a time when the majority ''voted down" an opportunity to do something 
important for the Lord? 

Just as in the case of Moses, the gift of leadership often has to be called out. Leadership is enhanced by 
effective speech but it does not require it. Gifted leaders sometimes need help with administration. We'll 
explore that relationship tomorrow. Sometimes even the most gifted leader faces opposition. Armed 
with the gift of leadership, he or she can handle all of these challenges! 

🙏 What gifted leaders have touched your life? Take a few minutes to thank God for them. 

TOPIC 8: THE GIFT OF ADMINISTRATION 
The gifts of leadership and administration have a number of similarities. Some teachers even suggest 
that they are essentially one gift. We will treat them as two related but different gifts. Since there are 
two different Greek words, we are certainly safe in doing so. 

The leader and the administrator are sometimes hard to tell apart. Usually, only the person with the gift 
can tell you which gift provides motivation. Since their ministry responsibilities in the church are often 
similar, the administrator generally learns some leadership skills, and the leader usually learns some 
administrative skills. Jesus has a full measure of both. The advance of Christianity throughout the world 
is ample evidence of His leadership gift. 

Every wonderful detail of creation testifies to His supremacy in administration. Few others have both 
gifts but their assignments are often similar. 
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The word translated leadership means to stand before, to be over. Paul used that word eight times. He 
used the word translated managing ("administration' ' in the NIV) only in 1st Corinthians 12:28. It is the 
Greek word kubernesis. In literature outside the Bible, this word meant one who steers a ship. Imagine a 
captain piloting a ship across a stormy ocean and safely into a distant harbor, and you've got the idea of 
what a person with the gift of administration is good at doing. In the King James Version, the word is 
translated ''governments.” 

📖  28And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.  

  1 Cor. 12:28 NKJV 

In the business world, management is usually the word used of who administrate. However, in public 
service jobs such as schools, hospitals, and government positions, the word administration is more likely 
to be used. In Europe, many key government positions actually carry the official title minister, which is 
what you get when you drop the ad from administer. 

Kubernesis is also the word from which we derive cybernetics, the study of communication and control 
systems. The gifted administrator enhances the flow of information in the church. He or she will use 
charts, graphs, memos, newsletters, or whatever it takes to help the team understand what is 
happening, how the work is going, where it is going, and why we need to keep going.  

📖 Read Nehemiah 8. (It's just 18 verses!)  

 

💬  What was the guidebook by which Ezra and Nehemiah directed the work of rebuilding? 

Ezra and Nehemiah directed the people to the Scriptures. The Bible must be the basis for leadership and 
administration. 

Visionary goals always cause some level of opposition. You can read in both Ezra and Nehemiah: about 
opposition to the rebuilding of the temple and the city walls. However, a person who seldom invites the 
counsel of others and usually ignores advice or valid complaints probably does not possess either of 
these gifts. 

Unfortunately, certain negative behaviors are sometimes incorrectly linked to the gifts of leadership and 
administration. Some people are greedy for power, and such people have done much to harm churches. 
The gift of leadership is not granted on the basis of church office or position. Gifted leaders are always 
servant leaders. 

We have already identified Moses as an example of a gifted leader. Two of the best examples of the gift 
of administration in the Old Testament are Joseph and Nehemiah. Both are great examples for those 
who serve in number-two positions to a leader. 
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When the exiles returned from Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem, they were led by a leader-administrator 
team: Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Some people are skilled manipulators. They consider people just another resource to accomplish their 
goals. The gifted administrator or leader delegates responsibility to help develop the potential of the 
person enlisted, not just to achieve the goal. Building big people is as important to them as completing 
big projects. 

A degree or job in secular management is not a valid indicator, by itself, of the spiritual gift of leadership 
or administration. The same principle also applies to professional educators and the gift of teaching. Of 
course, such training is not necessarily incompatible with these gifts, either. Too often, however, 
nominating committees enlist persons for committees and other positions based on professional criteria 
rather than on the basis of spiritual gifts. In Christ's church, committees program organizations, and 
ministry teams function best when their work is directed by a person God has empowered with the gift 
of leadership or administration 

TOPIC 9: THE GIFTS OF SERVICE AND HELPS 
Have you ever lingered in your seat at the conclusion of a movie and read the names of the grips and 
gaffers and the host of other behind-the-camera people it took to bring the picture to the screen? Even 
in the church it’s generally the “producers," the "directors," and those with the "speaking parts" who 
receive the most recognition. But in every healthy church are scores of people working behind the 
scenes for each "star" basking in the spotlight. These folks prefer being a member of the crew rather 
than the cast! 

📖 1Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 
with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 
the likeness of men.  Philippians 2:1-7 NKJV  

 

🗣 What does this passage teach about the proper attitude of a servant? 

The gifts of service and helps are supernatural expressions of this Christ like attitude. They are not 
leftover gifts. Service and helps are the cardiac system of the body of Christ. Without these gifts flowing 
throughout the body, the effectiveness of every other gift is diminished. You may recall that the word 
translated service is diakonos, the word from which we get deacon. The first deacons were selected to 
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wait on tables and serve the widows in the church. By assuming these duties, they ensured the apostles 
had ample time to study and pray in preparation for preaching and teaching. 

When servants and helpers do not use their gifts, those with speaking and leading gifts usually pitch in 
to help. But the body suffers from lack of nourishment when prophets, teachers, and exhorters do not 
have time to prepare. The body also suffers a lack of purpose and direction when leaders and 
administrators do not have the energy to provide leadership and guidance because they spend most of 
their time completing tasks that nobody else will do. 

📖  6Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; 
he who teaches, in teaching; Romans 12:6-7 NKJV 

 

💬  The following behaviors are common to the gifts of service and helps. Highlight those that 
might describe you. Also, think about others you know who might fit these descriptions. Note 
their initials. 

 
 🎁Exercise gifts primarily within the body of Christ. 
 🎁Display a high degree of loyalty and devotion. 
 🎁Like to be liked--and are usually. likable! 
 🎁Do not need to be in the public eye to be fulfilled. 
 🎁Prefer to complete a task as quickly as possible. Are sometimes tempted to sacrifice quality 

in favor of speed! 
 🎁Need to know their efforts are appreciated but usually prefer personal recognition over a 

formal, public display. 

Church pews are full of persons with a buried gift of service or helps: God has important work for them 
to do! We must call them forth-for their own good and the common good of the body. 

TOPIC 10: THE GIFT OF GIVING 
Do you have a deep desire to see God's work advance? Do you have an eye for excellence? Do you 
daydream about what churches missions, and Christian organizations could accomplish if they had 
enough money? Do you feel a burden when persons involved on the front lines of God' s kingdom work 
share their financial needs? Has God blessed you with an ability to make money or to be content with a 
simple lifestyle? If your answer to any of these questions is yes, then God may have given you the gift of 
giving. 

 Read 2nd Corinthians 8:9.  
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📖 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  2nd Corinthians 8:9 NKJV 

 

🗣  Did Jesus have the gift of giving? 

Jesus possessed every spiritual gift, including the gift of giving. Christ was the Lord of creation and 
Master of the universe long before His pilgrimage to earth. He is the supreme model of giving from a 
position of wealth. His earthly life as Jesus of Nazareth is the supreme example of giving from a position 
of material poverty. He sacrificed the splendor of heaven to live among us as one of us. Then He 
sacrificed His human body so that we might share that splendor with Him, Yes, Jesus has the gift of 
giving. 

💬  Following are some characteristics and behaviors associated with people who have the gift of 
giving. Identify those that might describe you. Also, think about others you know who might fit 
these descriptions. Note their initials. 

 🎁Go beyond the Christian responsibility of giving a tithe. Give generously, with liberality, 
simplicity, and singleness of mind. 

 🎁Have pure motives. If they have an ability to make money, their motive is to earn more so 
they can give more. They often do not like their gifts to be widely publicized. 

 🎁Want their gift to be of high quality and used in a worthwhile manner. More likely to give to 
ministries or projects than to individuals. Not usually a soft touch but wait for projects and 
needs that really make a difference.  

 🎁Alert to needs that others overlook. "Too good," ''too expensive”' and "good enough for the 
church'" are not in their vocabulary. 

 🎁Have a heart for missions. Sometimes misinterpret the desire to give to missions as a call to 
the mission field. If a person supports 10 missionaries, he should be sure God is calling him 
before he stops supporting them so he can go himself. 

 🎁Want their gift to be administered well, but do not designate every nickel. Usually do not 
enjoy serving on the finance committee. Want assurance that those who do serve on 
committees that disperse gifts are themselves obedient givers. 

 🎁Enjoy giving special gifts to honor those called to vocational ministry. Never attach any 
strings to the gift and do not want to be treated differently because of the kindness done. 

 

🗣  Do you think a person who discovers that they do not have the gift of giving is excused from 
tithing? 
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No, the tithe is a minimum Christian responsibility. God expects 10 percent of our income to be returned 
to Him through our church to acknowledge that He is the owner of everything. Many people with the 
gift of giving would testify that a decision to become obedient to the biblical principle of the tithe was 
the starting point for the discovery of their gift.  

Brainstorm!   

💬 What if all the members of your church with the gift of giving discovered the joy of using their 
gift, and the rest of the members discovered the joy of becoming obedient givers? If your 
church could double its budget, what would you like to see your church do with the extra 
funds? Make a list. 

 

💬 Evaluate your list. Is there a common denominator? If so, it may indicate your spiritual gift! 

A believer with the gift of administration or leadership, for example, might want to remodel the building 
or construct a new one. One with the gift of helps might want new office equipment for the staff. 
Someone with the gift of service might know that the church needs to update its landscaping or kitchen 
equipment. One with the gift of evangelism might list witness training or missions. Someone with the 
gift of mercy might place a higher priority on benevolence ministries. You get the idea! 

What's the point? If every member of the church was obedient to tithe and several with the gift of giving 
supplied extra resources, there would be no need for such disagreements. We could do it all: buildings 
and staff salaries that honored God; food, clothing and shelter for those in need; abundant support of 
missions and ministries. If all those with gifts of service and helps used their gifts, there would be plenty 
of enthusiastic folks to staff every ministry as well as exciting new ministries. Your community would 
then see a complete picture of who Jesus is and the impact He can have in the life of individuals and 
cultures. 

🙏  Thank God for all He has given you. Thank Him for the gift of salvation. Listen to Him speak to 
your heart about your own level of giving.  
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FOCUS: DISCOVERING… 

TAKING INVENTORY 
This study is compatible with any number of spiritual gifts inventories. The inventory you use may 
include more or fewer gifts than those covered in this study. Don’t let that throw you! Just use this study 
to supplement the inventory (if you take the inventory before beginning the study) or to verify your own 
evaluation (if you take the inventory after the study.). The important thing to remember is that a gifts 
inventory by itself is inadequate to discover your gifts. As a matter of fact, one of the purposes of this 
study is to equip you to help others discover their spiritual gifts. In the process, they may also help call 
out your gifts. 

This study is designed to be used alone or in conjunction with a spiritual gifts inventory. Such an 
inventory is not a test. It will simply help you get a better idea about what your spiritual gift or gifts 
might be. It is only a starting point in the discovery process. No inventory can tell you what your spiritual 
gift is. It can only help you identify some places to start. For the inventory to be effective at doing that, 
you must be honest with yourself. An inventory is not a test of your spirituality. It is only an indicator of 
your gifts. Remember: Only Jesus could put the highest mark on every single statement! 

🗣 “Are you trying to trick me into taking a church job?” 

Teaching and preaching about spiritual gifts has often been used as a platform to communicate: “We 
have a lot of positions in our church ministries, so get with it and fill one of them!” That is not the motive 
behind this study! You may seek a new way to serve your church as a result of this study, but that is not 
its primary goal. And you may complete this study with renewed energy and joy in your current roles, 
but that’s not the main point either. 

Our prayer is that the study of this material will help you to: 

ð Experience Jesus in a fresh way as you see Him at work through each of the spiritual gifts. 
ð Appreciate the genius of how Jesus designed the church as His new body, continuing every aspect of 

His earthly ministry through the spiritual gifts. 
ð Understand the joy of allowing Jesus to minister through you as you exercise the spiritual gifts He 

has given you. 

EDIFYING THE BODY 
Spiritual Gifts are given for the edification (growth) of the Body. 

🗣Choosing 
 Where should I apply my gift 
 How do I choose where to serve? 
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🙏 Pray for Guidance 

 

🗣Working 
 How do Gifts and Talents work together? 

 

🗣Self-Evaluating 
 How do I know I am working in the right place? 

Gift of the Spirit + Fruit of the Spirit = Growth of the Body 

📖22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  
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REFERENCES  

🎁SPIRITUAL GIFT DESCRIPTIONS 
ADMINISTRATION: the special ability that 
God gives to certain members of the Body of 
Christ to Apostle: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to understand clearly the immediate and long-
range goals of a particular unit of the Body of 
Christ and to devise and execute effective plans 
for the accomplishment of those goals.  

📖 Luke 14:28-30, Acts 6:1-7, Acts 27:11, 1st 
Cor 12:28, Titus 1:5 

APOSTLE: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
assume and to exercise divinely imparted 
authority in order to establish the foundational 
government of an assigned sphere of ministry 
within the church. An apostle hears from the 
Holy Spirit and sets things in order accordingly 
for the Church’s health, growth, maturity and 
outreach. 

📖 Luke 6:12-13, 1stCor 12:28, Eph 2:20, Eph 
4:11-13 

CELIBACY: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
remain single and enjoy it; to be unmarried and 
not suffer undue sexual temptations. 

📖 Matt 19:10-12, 1st Co 7:7-8 

DELIVERANCE: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to cast our demons and evil spirits. 

📖 Matt 12:22-32, Luke 10:12-20, Acts 8:5-8, 
Acts 16:16-18 

DISCERNING OF SPIRITS: the special ability 
that God gives to certain members of the Body 
of Christ to know with assurance whether 

certain behavior purported to be of God is in 
reality divine, human, or satanic. 

📖 Matt 16:21-23, Acts 5:1-11, Acts 16:16-18, 
1st Cor 12:10, 1 John 4:1-6 

EVANGELIST: the special ability that God gives 
to certain members of the Body of Christ to 
share the gospel with nonbelievers in such a 
way that they become Jesus’ disciples and 
responsible members of the Body of Christ. 

📖 Acts 8:5-6, Acts 8:26-40, Acts 14:21, Acts 
21:8, Eph 4:11-13, 2nd Tim 4:5 

EXHORTATION (COUNSELING): the special 
ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to minister words of comfort, 
consolation, encouragement and counsel to 
other members of the Body in such a way that 
they feel helped and healed.  

📖 Acts 14:22, Romans 12:8, 1st Tim 4:13, Heb 
10:25 

FAITH: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
discern with extraordinary confidence the will 
and purposes of God for His work. 

📖 Acts 11:22-24, Acts 27:21-25, Romans 
4:18-21, 1st Cor 12:9, Heb 11 

GIVING: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
contribute their material resources to the work 
of the Lord liberally and cheerfully, above and 
beyond the tithes and offerings expected of all 
believers. 

📖 Mark 12:41-44, Romans 12:8, 2 Cor 8:1-7, 2 
Cor 9:2-8 

HEALING: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to serve 
as human intermediaries through whom it 

pleases God to cure illness and restore health 
apart from the use of natural means. 

📖 Acts 3:1-10, Acts 5:12-16, Acts 9:32-35, 
Acts 28:7-10, 1st Cor 12:9,28 

HELPS: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to invest 
the talents they have in the life and ministry of 
other members of the Body, thus enabling 
those others to increase the effectiveness of 
their own spiritual gifts. 

📖 Mark 15:40-41, Luke 8:2-3, Acts 9:36, 
Romans 16:1-2, 1st Cor 12:28 

HOSPITALITY: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to provide an open house and a warm welcome 
to those in need of food and lodging. 

📖 Acts 16:14-15, Romans 12:9-13, Romans 
16:23, Heb 13:1-2, 1st Pet 4:9 

INTERCESSION: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to pray for extended periods of time on a 
regular basis and see frequent and specific 
answers to their prayers, to a degree much 
greater than that which is expected of the 
average Christian. 

📖 Luke 22:41-44, Acts 12:12, Col 1:9-12, Col 
4:12-13, 1st Tim 2:1-2, James 5:14-16 

KNOWLEDGE: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to discover, accumulate, analyze, and clarify 
information and ideas which are pertinent to 
the well-being of the body. 

📖 Acts 5:1-11, 1st Cor 2:14, 1st Cor 12:8, 2nd 
Cor 11:6, Col 2:2-3 

LEADING WORSHIP: the special ability that 
God gives to certain members of the Body of 
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Christ to accurately discern the heart of God for 
a particular public worship service to draw 
others into an intimate experience with God 
during the worship time, and to allow the Holy 
Spirit to change directions and emphasis as the 
service progresses. 

📖 1 Sam 16:23, 1 Chr 9:33, 2 Chr 5:12-14 

LEADERSHIP: the special ability that God gives 
to certain members of the Body of Christ to set 
goals in accordance with God’s purpose for the 
future and to communicate these goals to 
others in such a way that they voluntarily and 
harmoniously work together to accomplish 
those goals for the glory of God. 

📖 Luke 9:51, Acts 7:10, Acts 15:7-11, Romans, 
12:8, 1st Tim 5:17, Heb 13:17 

MERCY: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to feel 
genuine empathy and compassion for 
individuals (both Christian and non-Christian) 
who suffer distressing physical, mental, or 
emotional problems, and to translate that 
compassion into cheerfully done deeds which 
reflect God’s love and alleviate the suffering. 

📖 Matt 20:29-34, Matt 25:34-40, Mark 9:41, 
Luke 10:33-35, Acts 11:28-30, Acts 16:33-
34, Romans 12:8 

MIRACLES:  the special ability that God gives 
to certain members of the Body of Christ to 
serve as human intermediaries through whom 
it pleases God to perform powerful acts that are 
perceived by observers to have altered the 
ordinary course of nature. 

📖 Acts 9:36-42, Acts 19:11-20, Acts 20:7-12, 
Romans 15:18-19,1st Cor 12: 10,28, 2nd  Cor 
12:12 

MISSIONARY: the special ability that God 
gives to certain members of the Body of Christ 
to minister whatever other spiritual gifts they 
have in a second culture. 

📖 Acts 8:4, Acts 13:2-3, Acts 22:21, Romans 
10:15, 1st Cor 9:19-23, Eph 3:6-8 

PASTOR: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
assume a long-term personal responsibility for 
the spiritual welfare of a group of believers. 

📖 John 10:1-10, Eph 4:11-13, 1st Tim 3:1-7, 1st 
Peter 5:1-3 

PROPHECY: the special ability that God gives 
to certain members of the Body of Christ to 
receive and communicate an immediate 
message of God to His people through a 
divinely anointed utterance. 

📖 Luke 7:26, Acts 15:32, Acts 21:9-11, 
Romans 12:6, 1st Cor 12:10,28, Eph 4:11-13 

SERVICE: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body to identify unmet 
needs involved in a task related to God’s work, 
and to make use of available resources to meet 
those needs and help accomplish the desired 
results. 

📖 Acts 6:1-7, Romans 12:7, Gal 6:2, 10, 2nd 
Tim 1:16-18, Titus 3:14 

TEACHING: the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to 
communicate information relevant to the 
health and ministry of the Body and its 
members in such a way that others will learn. 

📖 Acts 18:24-28, Acts 20:20-21, Romans 
12:7, 1st Cor 12:28, Eph 4:11-13 

TONGUES - INTERPRETATION: the special 
ability that God gives to certain members of the 
Body of Christ to make known in the vernacular 
the message of one who speaks in tongues. 

📖 1st  Cor 12:10,30, 1st  Cor 14:13, 1st  Cor 
14:26-28 

TONGUES - SPEAKING: the special ability that 
God gives to certain members of the Body of 

Christ to (a) to speak to God in a language they 
have never learned and/or (b) to receive and 
communicate an immediate message of God to 
His people through a divinely anointed 
utterance in a language they have never 
learned. 

📖 Mark 16:17, Acts 2:1-13, Acts 10:44-46, 
Acts 19:1-7, 1st Cor 12:10,28, 1st Co 14:13-19 

VOLUNTARY POVERTY:  the special ability 
that God gives to certain members of the Body 
of Christ to renounce material comfort and 
luxury and adopt a personal lifestyle equivalent 
to those living at the poverty level in a given 
society in order to serve God more effectively. 

📖 Acts 2:44-45, Acts 4:34-37, 1st Cor 13:1-3, 
2nd Cor 6:10, 2nd Co 8:9 

WISDOM:  the special ability that God gives to 
certain members of the Body of Christ to know 
the mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to 
receive insight into how given knowledge may 
best be applied to specific needs arising in the 
Body of Christ. 

📖 Acts 6:3,10, 1st Cor 2:14, 1st Cor 12:8,  
James 1:5-6, 2nd  Peter 3:15-16 
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🎁MINISTRY DESCRIPTIONS - DRAFT 
Ministry Description Leadership Membership Key Accountabilities Related Spiritual Gifts Skills/Talents 

ACADEM IC 	

SU CC E S S 	
Academic Success supports 
and celebrates the academic 
achievements of our youth and 
members. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Tutoring 
• Counseling 
• Mentoring 
•  

•  • Teaching  
• Academic Knowledge 

CA LVAR Y 	
CHR I S T I AN 	

TH EA T E R 	

Calvary Christian Theater 
presents spiritual lessons 
through dramatization. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Rehearsals 
• Plays 

•  • Acting 
• Costume design 
• Publicity  
• Writing 

CH I LD R EN ’S 	
CHURCH 	

Children’s Church provides an 
age appropriate worship 
experience for youth between 
the ages of 3-12 years old. 

Appointed: 
• lead teachers 
• assistant teachers 
• volunteers  

Participation is open 
to all youth between 
the ages of 3-12  

• Teaching •  •  

THE 	OF F I C E 	O F 	
DEACONE S S 	

The Office of Deaconess 
provides spiritual comfort, and 
"'hands on" loving assistance to 
Calvary's members.  

Appointed: 
• Chair 
• Co-chair 

Appointed: 
• Deaconess 

• Spiritual Counseling 
• Pastoral Support 
• Prepare Communion 

Table 

•  •  

THE 	OF F I C E 	O F 	

DEACON S 	
The Office of Deacon provides 
support to the Pastor and acts 
in his stead as assigned. 

Appointed 
• Chair 
• Co-chair 

Appointed: 
• Deacon 

• Spiritual Counseling 
• Pastoral Support 

•  • Ordination 

F I L L 	 T H E 	PO T 	 Fill the Pot ministers to 
homeless and less fortunate by 
feeding their spirits and 
physical bodies. 

Appointed  
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Cooking 
• Serving 
• Counseling 

•  • training and food 
handlers permit? 

F IR S T 	A ID 	& 	
NUR S E S 	GU I LD 	

The First Aid & Nurses Guild 
provides assistance to 
individuals who may be 
experiencing a medical crisis 
while attending services. 

Appointed 
• Ministry leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• First Aid •  • First Aid certifications 

GENERA L 	M I S S ION 	  Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

GIR L 	SCOU T S 	  Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

GREA T 	
EX P E C TA T ION S 	

Great Expectations draws 
together Ministry Leaders and 
the congregation lo discuss 
strengths, celebrate successes 
and to determine how to 
identify, enhance, and 
strengthen leadership skills. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Appointed 
• Ministry 

members 

• Coaching •  •  

HOSP I T A L I T Y 	 The Hospitality Ministry 
creates a welcoming 
atmosphere for all who attend 
Calvary. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  
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🎁MINISTRY DESCRIPTIONS - DRAFT 
Ministry Description Leadership Membership Key Accountabilities Related Spiritual Gifts Skills/Talents 

LYD IA 	K I T CH EN 	 The Lydia Ministry provides 
food for Calvary’s fellowship 
events. In addition, the Ministry 
assists all ministry leaders as 
requested. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Catering 
• Cooking 
• Serving 
•  

•  • Food handlers permit 

MARR I ED 	COUP L E S 	 The Married Couples Ministry 
provides opportunities for 
married couples to strengthen 
their relationship by offering a 
forum to gain knowledge and 
enlightened perspectives about 
God's expectations regarding 
marriage and marital roles. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

MED IA 	 The Media Team provides 
sound and audio visual media 
services for worship services 
and events. The team records 
services and produces DVDs 
and CDs, and maintains 
Calvary’s social media. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Operate the Sound 
Board 

• Operate the 
Audio/Visual 
equipment 

• Maintain social 
media 

•  • Technical skills 
required: 

• Sound 
• Visual media 
• Social Media 
• Specific Software 

operation 

MUS IC 	MIN I S T R Y 	 The Music Ministry provides 
appropriate music for each 
worship service., and at 
Community events as assigned. 

Appointed 
• Minister of Music 
• Musicians 
• Elected 
• choir officers  

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Rehearsals 
• Worship Services 
• Community events 
• Concerts 

•  • Music knowledge 
• Vocal talent 
• Ability to play an 

instrument 

PR IN C I P L E S 	O F 	

PRA I S E 	 	
Principles of Praise provides 
the opportunity for participants 
to spread the light of Christ 
through dance. 
 

Appointed 
• choreographers 
• volunteers 

Participation is open 
to all youth 
attending Calvary 

• Rehearsals 
• Worship Services 
• Community events 

•  • Choreography 

ROYA L T I E S 	O F 	

CHR I S T 	
Royalties of Christ uses the 
power of physical movement to 
minister the word of God in 
spirit and in truth.  

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

• Mime 
• Choreography 

•  • Choreography 

SEN IO R S 	 The Seniors Ministry provides 
opportunities for seniors to 
come together for craft 
activities, fellowship, and fun. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leader 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary; focused on 
Seniors 

•  •  • Arts & Crafts 

ST E PH EN 	LA YM EN 	  Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all male lay 
members of Calvary 

•  •  •  

SUNDA Y 	SCHOO L 	 The Sunday School ministry 
deepens the spiritual lives of 
church members and visitors 
through weekly study of the 
word of God . 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 
• Lead teacher 
• Assistant teacher 
• Support staff 

Participation is open 
to all who attend 
Calvary 

• Teaching •  •  
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ESL Sunday School class 

TRAN SPOR TA T ION 	 The Transportation ministry 
provides a ride to individuals 
who need transportation to 
Calvary services or Calvary 
events. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Appointed 
• Drivers 

• Driving •  • Driver’s License 

TRU S T E E S 	 The Trustees provide effective 
stewardship of Calvary's 
financial and physical 
resources. 

Appointed 
• Chairman 

Appointed 
• Trustees  

• Security  
• Maintenance of 

church property 
• Budget management 
•  

•  • Accounting 
• Investment 
• Legal 
• Construction  

USHER S 	 Users provide the first 
impression of the church to 
visitors, create an appropriate 
atmosphere for worship, and 
assist worshipers as needed. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

VI S I T A T ION 	 The Visitation Ministry 
maintains a connection with 
members of the congregation 
who are no longer able to 
attend sanctuary worship 
services. Members are visited 
at home, in the hospital, or in 
care facilities. Prayer and 
fellowship connect us to each 
other. 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

WOMEN ’S 	
M IN I S T R Y 	

The Women’s Ministry is 
focused on building sisterhood, 
by engaging all women as one 
body in Christ.  

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

YOUTH 	MIN I S T R Y 	 Our Youth Department 
prepares young people for 
leadership in God's kingdom 

Appointed 
• Ministry Leaders 

Participation is open 
to all members of 
Calvary 

•  •  •  

 


